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Музыкальный уик-енд в Пюйи|Un weekend musical à Pully  

(Deepl free translation) 

April 27, 2023 

Regular readers of Our Gazette have probably noticed the growing number of free cultural events, from 

large-scale ones like the Geneva Book Fair to more modest ones like the music festival in the town of 

Pully on the shores of Lake Geneva, which invites you to its tenth anniversary edition this year. Note 

that, unlike the Fair and some of its brethren (for all its desire to be inclusive, I can't say "neighbor"), 

the festival was free from the start and its goals are purely noble: to attract as wide an audience as 

possible to classical music and to give young musicians in the region the opportunity to perform on 

stage, before an audience - invaluable experience for every aspiring artist. In this way, the festival 

becomes a kind of springboard for them and at the same time a showcase for Swiss music schools. 

As you know, even the proverbial cheese in a mousetrap is not really free – in order for it to be there, 

someone has to buy it first. The generosity of the festival organizers is certainly commendable! It is 

possible thanks to the support of sponsors, partners and volunteers, as well as the funds collected after 

each concert "in a hat", on a voluntary basis. 

Having contacted our editorial board for informational support as early as last autumn (!), Frederic Ney, 

the president of the festival (in his spare time as a professional lawyer) drew our attention to the presence 

of two representatives of the Russian pianist school, Nikolai Lugansky and Lyudmila Berlinskaya, in 

the forthcoming edition. 

Nikolai Lugansky is a frequent visitor to Switzerland, and we have already had occasions both to tell 

you about him and to offer an exclusive interview with him that attracted over ten thousand people. It 

is worth adding that since his performance in Martigny in January 2022 his new album of Beethoven's 

Piano Sonatas No 14 Moonlight, No 17 Tempest and No 23 Appassionata has been published, reflecting 

the great composer's three periods of stylistic evolution. Recorded from July 4 to 7, 2021 at the Teatro 

Ristori in Verona, the album by Nicolai is released by harmonia mundi, which has been named by 

Classica magazine 

"Label of the Year 2021." The concert on 7 May in Pully is entirely dedicated to 

Sergei Rachmaninoff, whose 150th birthday is being celebrated this year. You will hear "Musical 

Moments" op.16, the Sonata for Piano No. 2, op. 26, and "Etudes-pictures" op. 39. It is hard to imagine 

a more romantic program! 
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And now we are pleased to present you for the first time the pianist Lyudmila Berlinskaya, who was 

literally destined to become a musician, as she is the daughter of the famous cellist Valentin Berlinsky, 

one of the founders of the legendary Borodin State Quartet with whom Milochka, as her many friends 

call her, first performed at age 14. 

Lyudmila Berlinskaya's biography is easy to find in open sources. She was born in Moscow, at the age 

of five she began learning to play the piano. In 1984 she graduated from the Tchaikovsky Moscow State 

Conservatory. In 1984 she graduated from the Tchaikovsky Moscow State Conservatory, class of 

Mikhail Voskresensky. In 1974, the thirteen-year-old Mila Berlinskaya starred in one of the main roles 

in Valentin Selivanov's sci-fi adventure film The Great Space Voyage (premiered in 1975), where she 

also performed Alexei Rybnikov's hit songs to lyrics by Igor Kokhanovsky, "Do You Believe Me?" and 

"Milky Way." 

A year later, she debuted with an orchestra and toured the Soviet Union, performing solo and as part of 

a chamber ensemble with cellists Alexander Rudin and Alexander Knyazev. At the age of fifteen she 

was introduced to Sviatoslav Richter and soon became his student and assistant. At seventeen, Ludmila 

Berlinskaya was playing with Yuri Bashmet and Viktor Tretyakov. In 1985 at the December Nights 

festival of the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts she performed as a duet with Svyatoslav Richter. The 

same year she won (together with cellist Marina Tarasova) the Grand Prix at the International 

Competition of Chamber Ensembles in Paris and a special prize for the best performance of music by 

French composers. 

In the early 1990s Lyudmila Berlinskaya moved to Paris and has lived in Europe ever since, which did 

not prevent her from being awarded the title of Honored Artist of the Russian Federation in 1996. 

In 2001, she founded the Paris Musical Spring festival, the program of which included a Parisian 

production of Scriabin's Prometheus and Poulenc's ballet concerto The Morning Serenade in the original 

choreographic version. Since 2006, she has taught for twelve years at the Ecole Normale Supérieure de 

Musique Alfred Cortot in Paris. Since 2006, she has taught at the École Normale de Musique Alfred 

Cortot in Paris for twelve years. In June 2009, after the death of Valentin Berlinsky, she founded the 

Berlinsky Association. 

In 2011 the piano duo Ludmila Berlinsky and the French pianist Arthur Ansel, her husband, were 

founded. In spring 2012 Saphir Productions released the duo's first CD, including the suite from the 

ballet The Nutcracker, Tchaikovsky's symphonic poem Francesca da Rimini and a concert paraphrase 

on themes from Eugene Onegin by Pavel Pabst. In 2022, the duo's latest CD, with works by George 

Gershwin and Alexander Zfasman, was released by the record label Melody. 
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Since 2013, the couple has been directing the music festival La Clé des Portes (The Key to the Doors, 

in the town of Mer in the French department of Loire et Cher). In 2019, Ludmila Berlinskaya published 

a book of memoirs, The Sun in her Pockets, and in 2022 she became a Knight of the French Order of 

the Legion of Honor. 

A concert by the duo Berliner-Ansel will open the Pully Festival on May 4. The musicians called their 

program "Flying Fingers," featuring works by Gershwin and Zfasman 

from his latest album, as well as Waltz from Swan Lake and Tchaikovsky's Waltz of the Flowers 

arranged by pianist Viktor Babin, a friend of Rachmaninoff, and Suite No. 1 op. 5 by Sergei Vasilyevich 

himself. 

The training of young musicians has been an important component of the Pully Festival since its very 

first edition. Whereas last year master classes were given here by Katerina Shalkina, a former dancer 

with the Maurice Béjart company, and the Argentinean pianist Nelson Görner, well-known to our 

readers, this year Ludmila Berlinskaya and Arthur Ansel (5 May) and Nikolai Lugansky (6 May) will 

work with young performers. You can read more details about the festival program here. 

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) 


